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Global Popular Music
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We live in an increasingly globalized age, when Internet-based streaming platforms put the sounds of the
world at the fingertips of anyone with a smartphone. What lies behind the global success of songs like
‘Despacito’ and ‘Gangnam Style’, or artists like Shakira and BTS? Popular music traditions from around the
world articulate distinct local music cultures and histories, yet at the same time influence—and are influenced
by—qglobal cultural flows, and are inflected by the social, political and economic conditions in which they are
made. This course introduces popular music cultures from around the world, via a series of in-depth regional
case studies from Nigerian highlife to South Korean K-pop, and from Indian Bollywood to Puerto Rican
reggaeton. We will explore the history and key musical features of each style, as well as exploring wider
issues in the study of popular music including connections between popular music and colonialism; migration
and diaspora; the influence of streaming technologies on music production, distribution, and consumption;
fandom; underground/DIY music scenes and the ethics of cultural collaboration and appropriation.
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